'Z "„,l " ,r ”«,nd AUantic Monthly. 

R CubHsh«l her 

fplth M'"’ [ 950 s. she »* * ^® 2 “* nt 

punnC ‘‘f 1 ^ Saturday Evening 

eontribut" Home Journal. Good 

StJSl " d 

""K* county, 

,mou ntaln fnm jjv has lived s,nce 

where be J jays. She attended 

C Xhoolhouse where her 
the two-rw>m , ^ received her 

f “T.nr“s Ug degree in English from 

b» chel ° r • a Sr her master’s degree 
Contort co* “ h : ersity of Ohio; and a 

history from West Virginia 

f . 00 _itv Why a doctorate in history? 

“or a very practical reason,” 

> C recalled. “When I wanted to get my 
doctorate, WVU didn’t offer one in 

English.” 

Practicality is one of her first 
considerations, whether applied to 
finishing her education or writing 
poetry. Miss McNeill never has 
enshrined herself in an ivory tower. She 
feels that a poet can work as practically 
as a bricklayer or someone who bakes a 

loaf of bread. This philosophy shows in 
her work. 

“I believe poetry should be usefuL 
Miss McNeill said. “It can be useful tc 

11 to re) ieve the mind anc 

to ndaty. or eoone, it’s useful 

beyemd fife ^ b “ t “ Aould * 

“ ri ° ua Poetry has 
bw Pwsnfhil? ,J, on ? area Some of 




• t t-T* *od*i kutt 

make. 


1 


Paradox 
on a Bus.” 


father, Douglas McNem 
writer, teacher and JW ^5 

volume of short stories c*iL^ ni « J'* ( 

Forest.” i 

Sometimes she « , **** 

conversations she hears u . 

Two of the most ^ if ^WWw 

‘‘PnraHrtv 4ill" _ S^nt iw 

HiU are entity I* 

At tne age of 18, MfeaM** .. 

to write seriously, and 
her first poems were pubi^ bit, 
Dallas. Tex., magazine, K.y u Ji <1 ln * 

Since then she haa pubS^Wb , 

volumes of poems and ZZ. 
stories. *** *hon 

“I often will write a poem In . 
hours,” she observed. ”Th e Dotm [ ,! w 

turn out right are the ones that 
written rapidly. Sometimes If l f.iiF 
get it down the first time, l can go back 
to it later but that doesn’t haDoen 
often.” • ™Jj| 

She is a great believer in form. Wh«v 

she decided to write seriously, 

studied form, pattern and thythm. Sh« 
rarely writes in free verse form. 

Miss McNeill works very hard * 
finding the right words and perfecting 
the images in her poems. She tfarowi 
away two of every three poems that As 
writes. 

Dr. Ruel E. Foster, chairman of the 
WVU Department of English, thtalaone 
of Miss Me. feUl’s greatest virtues is her 
complete lack of affectation. 

“You’ll And none of the 
dramatic rhetoric of Shakespeare 
Milton in her poetry,” Dr. 1 


big, 

or 


contemporary 


none 


moat 


today 


me quite 


tortared riwtoric ft* -» 

modern poets fall prey to* Mti . n in 
•‘She Is B«t of a P««t trad** ■ 

American poetry,” he observed. 








plunP 1 ’" Hook store, MounUlnlalr, 

University, Moigantown, 

W V. *£*'* Louise McNeill that 
' pul K^.ld listen to her prophecies 

mrJS ^'Sde end fear? 
orlh *T » wife end mother, and history 
she * i Fairmont State College. But 

t*e chor .* n that she’s a person with 
m0t !L convictions about herself, her 

her homeland and its future, 
hentap* a ^ e to translate these 

^nviclions into compelling poetic 

is well-known to the 

editors and publishers of respected 
national literary’ magazines such as 
Saturday Review and Atlantic Monthly, 
which have published her poems. 

V During the 1950s, she was a frequent 
contributor to The Saturday Evening 
Fbst Ladies Home Journal, Good 
Housekeeping, Harpers and other 
magazines. 

Mn McNeill was born and reared on 
a mountain farm in Pocahontas County, 
where her family has lived since 
pre-revolutionary days. She attended 
the two-room schoolhouse where her 
faths taught And she received her 
bachelor's degree in English from 
Concord College, her master's degree 
from Miami University of Ohio; and a 
doctorate tn history from West Virginia 
I'nlvaMty. Why a doctorate in history? 

^ **■ ft* * very practical reason 
tet t ailed. "When I wanted to get n 

******, WVU didn't offpr 

Eogttdb 

I, Qf h< , r nrst 

fcSyy* whether applied to 

, I ' * ' aUtm or writing 

^ JlH McNrUI nHver h “ 

^ ivory lower. She 

an * rk ». uv*\\\ 

«Wom who bake* a 

* pi'Uun^ihy ihows in 
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i uraaox Hill tft Ai 

8ecUons-'*Ai>palfeM‘ v ',?^ i n . 

Leaves” and “Lunar Sh ^ 

with aspects Q # 

life . from the | 

futuristic. 

The book b full 

poetiy that Stephen VhL th * kh.* 
her poems, “Gsuley £ 

described as simple, direct^!'." 8 C 

humor, some are tinged J,l d 'rith 
others are rilled with outrt^t^hhr. 

Many of the stories sni»« / 

McNeill's ballads were toldlto hJ T L Mi * 

father, Douglas McNeill wh 

writer, teacher and one-UnM^*** 

too wrote about West Viri , H ‘ 

volume of short stories called "Th.f 1 
Forest." ne ^ 

Sometimes she is inspired ht, 
conversations she hears in public pi**? 

Two of the most poignant poenuin 
* Paradox Hill" are entitled "Overheard 

on a Bus." 

At the age of 18, Miss McNeOl bepa 
to write seriously, and two years latar 
her first poems were published in i 
Dallas, Tex., magazine, Kaliedognph. 
Since then, she has published thne 

volumes of poems and several short 

stories. -J 

“1 often will write a poem In a few 
hours," she observed. “The poems that 
turn out right are the ones that as 
written rapidly. Sometimes if l fail lo 
get it down the first time, 1 can go back 
to it later but that doesn't happen my 
often." 

She is a great believer in form. Whte 
she decided to write seriously. •• 
studied form, pattern and rhythm- 
rarely writes in five verse form. 

Ml- McNtttl works « haw * 

finding lh»* right words — . ^ 

the Images In her poems. She thjv^ 
•wav two of evrrv three poem* t 
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Louise McN 


In becoming one of Appalachia’s 
most respected poets, Louise McNeflJ 
sang with pride about the mountain 
heritage of the region’s residents. 

Now she traces their consciousness 

from pioneer days to atomic frontiers 
and looks to the future with uncertainty 
in her new book of poems, “Paradox 
Hill; From Appalachia to Lunar Shore.” 

Her book was published recently by 
McClain Printing Company of Parsons 
for the West Virginia University Library 
with private funds made available 
through the WVU Foundation, Inc. 
Copies may be ordered for $4.50 each] 
plus 50 cents for postage and handling] 
from the Book Store, Mountainlair 

TTr«^r00 Univeisity ’ Mor g*nt°wn. 

But who is Louise McNeill that 
*nyane should listen to her prophecies 
or share her pride and fear? 

Sfc’« » wife and mother, and history 
«t Fairmont State College. But 

^ OH* * h *’* 8 P*"* 5 " with 

homHand and lu future. 
*“• 10 these 

rt 'ythmt. 

*!S* “ ^*11 known 

•£***■■ of nnpecud 

•JET* »W0i 


' ,,,f i|H'liing poetic 


to the 




poetry 



fingered 


for poets 


Academians, j 

'mselves, often 



«o 


Poets 


poetlc 2 ** w 5 mS 


objects. She m Z 

lits on »(..* _ y ™ n«»«i 


places ti 

can deal with. ' ~-« 

“I once heared Allen Tate Mv A* 
no one should write a poem ,EL kl 

mother. So I have deliberately written 
one about mine,” she said. n 


u 



Paradox HiU” is divided into three 

sections—“Appalachia,” “Scattered 

Leaves” and “Lunar Shores.” Each deals 
with aspects of Appalachian 
Bfe ... from Qm traditional to the 
futuristic. 

The book is ftiU of the Mad of 
poetry that Stephen Vincent tart, ti 
his foreword to an earlier collection of 
her poems, “Gauley Mountain, 

published by McClain Printing 
described as simple, direct snd^^^^ 
Many of the poems are tad rt* 
humor, some are tinged with 
others are filled with outright tap* 




Many of the stories 
Mr Neill’s ballads were told to 
father, Douglas McNeill, 
writer, teacher and 


ft* m 


H mk » AA Ai 









New and 

i^d many 

Just before her death she 
completed her last book. Her son 
came to see her, typed the last 
chapter, put it in the mail to the 
publishers, and then she seemed to 
let go oi life, according to the 

family. / 

She graduated from Concord 
College and earned a master's 
degree at Miami University in Ohio, 
and a doctorate from West Virginia 

University. 

She taught English and history 
for more than 30 years, from rural 
schools in Pocahontas County to 
Potomac State, Concord, Fainnont 
State, and Javis and Elkins 

colleges. In 1937 she was named 

Teacher of the Year at Concord 

College and was selected Daughter 
of the Year by the West Virginia 


«i Wft uu9/ y mu uaugnter 

Selected Poems (1991),* 

magazine articles. 
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surviving her are a sou 

Douglas McNeill Pease, of South 

Windsor, Connecticut; a 

granddaughter, Noraiyn M. Pease; 

and a brother, James W. McNeill! 
of Buckeye. 

Services were held Sunday on 

the lawn of Cabin Creek Quilts in 
Malden and then on Monday at 11 
a. m. in VanReenen Funeral Home 
by the Rev. Roy Gwinn. Burial 
was on the McNeill Farm at 

B uckeye. 

Mrs. Pease was Poet Laureate 

of West Virginia, named in 1977 by 

then-Govemor Jay Rockefeller. 


She started writing poetry when she 


was 16 and had poems published 


many national magazines. She was 


the 


author of several books 


Mountain White (1931), Gauley 


Mountain, Time is Our House 


Paradox Hill, Elderberry Flood 


menu »irs ),'Hill Daughter: New‘Ml 


Milkweed Lad 


(he 


* ft 


I I 




V and many 


Governor Arc 







%MK>a giving, a retirement 

community in Malden, where she 

had made her home for several 

years. 

The daughter of the late G. D. 
and Grace (McNeill) McNeill, she 

was born at Buckeye January 9. 

1911. 

In 1939 she married Roger W. 
Pease, who died September 24, 

1990. 

Her husband, her parents, a 
sister, Elizabeth Dorsey, and a 
brother. Ward McNeill, preceded 

her in death. 

Surviving her are a son, 

Douglas McNeill Pease, of South 

Windsor, Connecticut; a 
granddaughter, Noralyn M. Pease; 

uid a brother, James W. McNeill, 

of Buckeye. 

Services were held Sunday on 
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a journal of 
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b 15 tue announcement thnt- 

the monthly book prize offered by a 

distinguished western poet for h£« 
poems sent into the Stardust Club 
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month 


Xeill for the month of April 

f*hft caption “Fragment*” 
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nu^‘ ,|iG award was created 

at Virginia Writers, Inc., 
b.v *!*£? excellence! I 




nCl n }"y during 


w writing by a West 

-..ian Mrs. Pease is the 
L^oerson to receive the JUG 

thl rri a^id the first poet hon- 
flW W Alberta Pierson Hannum 

Reived the first JUG in 1983 wno 

and Jim Comstock, country edi- University"f C graduat '-‘ of th* 
.I- Richwood, the second in Always ° ^ onue <Ticut. 


. H " taSSfr 

instructor at W?« t v- “• forT1 ^r 

. ver s>ty. They have «' rBm,a 1,1 ■* 

who is » a ' e B , as «n. Doug. 


to? !-=3 „ ^ 


Rich 

3l | • ,* m a n 

In private life Mrs. Roger 

Waterman Pease. Louise was years, at thoT* 1 ' U1 r ®cen 

born and reared on a mountain Conference It v, mn,, ' r Writer 
'— Pocahontas near Marlin- As Ohio. 


^hers to K 

been «m instructor, 


s be Ivn? 

in receni 


farm in ---■«.- 

ton, attending a two-room school 

i f.J [t/tr lam m i 


her father taughtjl 

She received her Bachelor's 

- mm * m 


degree in English from Concord 
College and her Master's degree 
from Miami University of Ohio. 
She later received a doctorate in 

I* 9 W ¥ a V l i m ± ^ 


AsStenKo ,/• PWa - °hi 

in the £ ' "'r nt K( 1 ' *»» 

in the foreword to “GnuU 
Mountain: 'There is „ „ . 

in the land.' new vo,c 


history from West Virginia Uni- 

I i 


versity. 

Her most 


famous work 


is 


tvwiiy in 

(Jaujey Mountain.” which was 
her first collection of 
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published in 
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word written by Stephen Vincent 
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series °f historical poems tracing 
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Honored ~ — raradox Hill- a 1 

. „ ise McNeill Pease, of Lew- c hia to L unar ^PPala- 

k° u ' was honored by West Shore wa 

Writers. Inc., by being 


isburg; 

Virgin * 8 ■■ ear * s recipient of 

thTofganization's JUG Award. 
The award was presented at the 
WVVV Annual Conference, held 

this past weekend at Cedar 
Lakes. Accepting the award on 

behalf of Mrs. Pease, who was 

unable to attend, was her sister. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dorsey, of Mor- 

I'he award was made 


published by the W*T’VirgK 
University Foundation. l nc 


She writes in traditional verse 
form. She bel». ee. 


however, 

beauty ol poetry lies in 

content and feeling rather than 
in form. She beliein^B^l 


should be useful 


^^■poetry 

useful to the 


spirit, useful to relieve the mind 


and useful to society 


poetry 



in 


gantown. 

at the banquet 


on Saturday 


national 


night. 

The JUG award was created 


magazines as Saturday Review 
land Atlantic Monthly During 
the 1950*s, she was a frequent 

* A a — _ - 


by West Virginia Writers, Inc., contributor to the Saturday Eve- 


to recognize excellence in the 


West 


field of writing by a 
Virginian. Mrs. Pease is the 


mng Post, Ladies Home Journal, 
Good Housekeeping, Harpers 


third person to receive the JUG 


a former 


award and the first 


hon- 


poet 

ored. Alberta Pierson Hannum 


received the first JUG in 1983 
snd Jim Comstock, country edi- 

Richwood, the second in 

1964, 


and 

Her husband is 
instructor at West Virginia Uni¬ 
versity. They have a son, Doug¬ 
las. who is a graduate of the 


Always 


Connecticut, 
erested in helping 


she has 


at 


w « private life Mrs. Roger been an 
i * Pease, Louise was 

farm n reare( l °n a mountain 
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LOUISE... “a new voice 


recognized throughout the 
country. 

Miss McNeill, in private life 
Mrs. Roger Waterman Pease, was 
bom and reared on a mountain 

farm near M a rlintnn in 


Pocahontas County. The McNei: 

1 a truly has lived on that farm sine 

pre-Revolutionary days. As 

yo,ng girl she attended th 

! *(Hooni school house where he 
father taught. 

She is the daughter of Mr. an 
•tfs t«H. McNeill Her fathe: 
who taught school for man 
> got his A.B. degree at th 
•' ; 10 *ent on for his A M 

and ultimately received hr Ph.I 

legree at the age ot (>5 

. McNeill received lu 

,n 1 n K ,,5 »» froi 

Conco rd Toller and her Master 

thou**! ill** **n|hvh In »rn Mu 

1 0 f of llM Sh| 

>f«M*ed • doctorate tn ] 

1,0 m Wed Vugmu 1 


lat 


f mvt*r %» 


because at that time Wes, Vi» 

University did not «f! &ni5 
doctorate in English. Her 2? 4 

South has been published £<* 
West Virginia University pr e * h ' 

Her most famous work 
Gauley Mountain , which was J; 
first collection of Jf 1 

published in 1939 with ’ 
foreword written by Sieohei 
Vincent Benet. Gauley Mounta ? 
a senes of historical poems tracine 
the lives of various West Virginia 
families, is heavily slanted toward 
pioneer life, as are many of her 
other poems. This volume has 
been reprinted in a limited edition 
and is one of 25 books relating to 
West Virginia history being 
supplied to high school libraries 
throughout the state in an effort 
to build up a greater knowledge of 
West Virginia. 

Time Is Our House , her second 
volume of poetry, was published 
in 1942. It contains philosphical 
poems and a section of lyncs on 
World War II. This volume was 
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, .,s a pri/.e hook by the 

a Loaf Writers’ Conference. 

most recent book of 
Paradox HQU From 
btthia t° Lunar S horc ' was 
W&SSd by the West Virginia 
P u j.!lr«tv Library with private 
nia je available through the 
f uf1tb . Virginia University 
¥ C !,/intiOTi Inc. In this book she 
K at the heritage of the 
Kniain Stale residents as she 
M ' their consciousness from 
SSer *** to atomic frontier* 
fid looks to the future with 

uncertainty.- 

1 Miss McNeill writes in 
traditional verse form. She 
believes, however, that the beauty 
!5 noeiry lies in content and 
•elms rather than in form. She 
believe* poetry should he 

useful - useful to the spirit, 
useful 1° relieve the mind and 
Uffful to society. She is a person 
with strong convictions about 
herself, her heritage, her 
homeland and its future. Miss 
McNeill’s ability to translate these 
cons tions into compelling poetic 
ivthms is what makes her poetry 
teiutiful. 

Miss McNeill has also written 
icveral short stories about rural 
hfc. many of which were 
published by the Farm Journal. 

Her name is weU known to the 
editors and publishers of such 
respected national literary 

_ tries as Saturday Review and 

itkntu Monthly, which have 
published her poems. During the 
1950*%, she was a frequent 
^‘•niributor to the Saturday 
ntiing Post, Ladies Home 
'Qttrnal, Good Housekeeping, 
yjpfr J. and other magazines. 
?J®j® of her first poems appeared 

M The Daily Athenaeum, student 

** w, p*pcf, when ahe was a 
•Indent a t West Virginia 

w ]Jt'»iy m the 1920’f. 

Mm McNeill is now retired 
, J ,v,n f in Morganl"wn She 

,B lbt at Concord College. 


Potomac State ( 

oJST .V n J v ' rsi <y 



9""“V etenwnlW 
Preparatory School ,„Vi°>‘tra 

\ air , v . 


a 

Co 



SUteCoUeg F *nnoml 

■ M “S McNeil) met to. *. 

> 'hr Brr Jd ,'' 

BO nte re nee near u 

Vermont She . Wlddlebury. 

St****,* *, S5 • 

«n the W/annf i h “.. a P pea ^ d 
husband, formerly „? i S h. 7 

Mass., Is j orn ■hhc.it. 

West Virginia OmwrS, Vi 
ha*c a son. Douglas w ' h „ 

Connecticut. ** l,n,Vr '"* 1 

‘T"' years - Whs McNeill 
< been an instructor .,i the 
Summer Writers < ,,„(«« nee t 

Marietta. Ohio, She ha. always 

taken a keen Interest in help,™ 

others to learn to write 

1. — Vaughn Lenhart. 

MILLER, Mrs. Alex McVeigh, 

To be conUnucd in our next’ was 

the promise which kept Mrv Ale* 

McVeigli Miller at the writing o 

serial stones for nearly thirl) 

years. An exacting promise, bu 

keeping it brought fame and 

fortune to this indefatigahl 

woman. A daughter of our Motile 

State, she came as o bride to We< 

Virginia, where she lived nearl 

forty of the busiest years of hi 

life. 

“I wrote romances. 

Miller says, "that followed 

straight course from my 6 

the tip of my f . ounta ’ n k ; 1 
There is a glamour in make-bc 

stories that appeals to young 

who" have triumphed 

obstacles inspire rcjd«M 
fiction can do 
autobiography. 

completed ir_ c° jjj absor t 

her d . nlie L.\e*,cU*of the 1 

!Thddhood'in Old Virginia 1 




i it* a prize ,w>ok b y ,l,c 
f fi0 i ind writers’ Conference. 
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fknvor^iiy library with private 
made available through the 
,i Virginia University 
l.unidation. Inc. In 'his book she 
,U at the heritage of the 
Mountain Stale residents as she 
; j . t . s their consciousness from 
pioneer days to atomic frontiers 
l!U i looks to the future with 

uncertainty- . 

Miss McNeill writes in 

traditional verse form. She 

brieves, however, that the beauty 
of poetry lies in content and 
tjeling rather than in form. She 
believes poetry should he 
useful - useful to the spirit, 

useful to relieve the mind and 
useful to society. She is a person 
with strong convictions about 
herself, her heritage, her 
homeland and its future. Miss 
V Neill’s ability to translate these 
■ tions into compelling poetic 
:h>thtm is what makes her poetry 
to beautiful. 

Miss McNeill has also written 
veral short stories about rural 
lift, many of which were 
> * ■ :d by the Farm Journal. 

H-r name is well known to the 

and publishers ot such 
fevpcwtcd national literary 
Migtrinci ai Saturday Review and 

Monthly, which have 

r*Wlcd hci pi k- ms During the 

'he was a frequent 
. J nbutof to the Saturday 
; 0 Foil, ladu m Monte 

Hwptt * ,u °d Mouu’keefnng. 

other magazines. 
• i pocnw appeared 
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• M * , it 

I iv ii-.w retired 
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Isi 


Preparatory School -ma r ■ na * 

State College ’ and Fairm °nt 

Miss McNeill met her husband 
at the Breadloaf Writers’ 
Conference near Middlebury 
Vermont. She had won a 
scholarship to the conference on 
Ilk basis of a poi-m ihat appeared 
in the Atlantic Monthly. Her 
husband, formerly of Ashfield, 
Mass., is a former instructor at 
West Virginia University. They 
have a son, Douglas, who is a 
graduate of tlie University of 

Connecticut. 

In recent years, Miss McNeill 
has been an instructor at the 
Summer Writers Conference at 
Marietta, Ohio, She lias always 
taken a keen interest in helping 
others to learn to write 
well. - Vaughn Lenhart. 

MILLER, Mrs. Alex MeVeigh. 
To be continued in our next” was 
lhe promise which kepi Mrs. Alex 
McVeigh Miller at the writing of 
serial stories for nearly thirty 
years. An exacting promise, but 
keeping it brought fame and a 
fortune to this indefatigable 
woman. A daughter of our Mother 
State, she came as a bride to West 
Virginia, where she lived nearly 
forty of the busiest years of her 

life. 

“1 wrote romances,'' Mrs. 

Miller says, “that followed a 
straight course from my brain to 
the tip of my fountain pon. 

Then-is a glam&ftt **•*"*§ 

ttoriet thin appeals to “ 

old. yet true l.iv Stone ot thos 
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L OUISE ... “a new voice 


recognized throughout the 

country. 

Miss McNeill, in private life 
Mrs. Roger Waterman Pease, was 
bom and reared on a mountain 
farm near Marlin ton in 


Pocahontas County. The McNeill 
family has lived on that farm since 
prc-Revolutionary days. As a 
young girl she attended the 
two-room school house where her 
father taught. 

She is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. C.H. McNeill. Her father, 

who taught school for many 
years, got his A.B. degree at the 
age of 40. went on for his A.M., 
and ultimately received his Ph.D 

degic it the age ol 65. 

tk l 1 ? 1 McNeill received her 

, lor s mcc i nglish from 
Concord Colli-p .md her Master's 
degree m English I ruin Miami 

'■t Ohio She Uter 
d" *• »r.itc m history 
^ugmia I'Diversity 


in 

Univcnit y 

received j 

from Weil 


because at (hal t lmc „ 

University j; d , We 't V^, 
doctorate in Eng| ish ?. 
dissertation. Kunau J 1 '' 

■V.,,,* has been pubbZ'^4 
West Virginia Univtrs,,,. £** % 
Her most famous 

l.auley Mountain, which*** >» 
first collection Q r 
puhhshed m |i}i 4 W*!* 

foreword written bv ?,‘ th * 

Vincent Bcnet Gault-v w? lcphc! > 
a series of historical irnniii?*!^" 
the Uves of various WeTlS?* 

famUics. is heavily slanted fiSS 

pioneer Ills:, as are many r ,. J 
ntlu-i poems This v,,| Um , ,c ' 

been reprinted in « BmitndMuS 

andui one of 2 5 books tela, 

West Virginia history b IZ 
supplied to high school lihi,i t .‘ 
througliout the state in an effort 
to build up a greater knowledp <>f 




Time Is Our House, her second 
volume of poetry, was published 
in 1942, it contains philntphuii 
poems and a section of lynaon 
World War 11. This volume was 
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